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Summaries

About “History in Documents”
Rumyana Karakostova

Dedicated to two signifi cant anni-
versaries – 80 years since the foundation 
of Bulgarian Composers’ Society “Con-
temporary Music” and 65 years since 
the establishment of musicology within 
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, this 
thematic issue is focused mostly on the 
disclosure of unknown archive docu-
ments. The introductory blocs include 
unpublished so far documents from the 
family archive of Petko Staynov  – the 
fi rst chairman of the Bulgarian Compos-
ers’ Society and the fi rst director of the 
Institute of Music at BAS, founded to a 
great extent thanks to his remarkable 
personal initiative. Commented by Prof. 
D.Sc. Elisaveta Valchinova-Chendova, 
these documents  are a matt er of par-
ticular interest in terms of current sci-
entifi c fi ndings as well as in relation to 
systematic research method in working 
with personal archives, which rational-
izes in a new way given facts and events 
associated with the history of music. 
The other two items, which also dwell 
on particular archive materials, include 

a study by Ass. Ph.D. Stefk a Venkova, 
devoted to Apostol Nikolaev-Sturms-
ki, a conductor and composer, seen as 
one of the most signifi cant 20th century 
church music activists in Bulgaria, and a 
debut article by Mariya Valchanova-Ly-
ubenova, a PhD student at the Institute 
of Art Studies, who deals with church 
musical archives in the town of Shumen 
in the 19th and 20th centuries.

In addition, the segment entitled 65 
Years Musicology in Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences, Prof. D.Sc. Lozanka Peycheva 
notes  the 75th  anniversary of Lyuben 
Botusharov, a long time contributor in 
the Institute. Section Reviews in this issue 
present new publications (volumes and 
monographs) in the fi elds of musical me-
dieval studies, ethnomusicology and mu-
sical anthropology, as well as the winner 
publications listed in the Union of Bul-
garian Composers’ award  “Book of the 
Year 2012”.  In conclusion, In memoriam 
gives a last respect to our colleague, the 
prominent Bulgarian ethnomusicologist 
Prof. D.Sc. Svetlana Zaharieva.

Dimitar Nenoff – Petko Staynov: Unknown Correspondence
Elisaveta Valchinova-Chendova

80 Years Since the Establishment 
of the Contemporary Music Society

Seven of the recently discovered 
lett ers of a correspondence between 
the composers Dimitar Nenoff  [Dimitar 
Nenov] and Petko Staynov are being 

published for the fi rst time. Writt en in 
the period from 1930 to 1934, these let-
ters are a part of the family archives of 
Petko Staynov. In Dimitar Nenoff  ’s ar-
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chives stored in the Bulgarian Academy 
of Sciences there is only one lett er of the 
correspondence – Petko Staynov’s an-
swer to Dimitar Nenoff , dated August 
the 28th, 1930. The lett ers are published 
facsimile and deciphered. Their value 
is seen in terms of the creative ideas 
and partnership of the composers of 
the Contemporary Music Society that 
was registered  in Sofi a, on January the 
24th, 1933. Four of the lett ers discuss the 
idea and the organization of a Bulgar-

ian radio night in Rome that took place 
on April the 29th, 1931. Until now, there 
was no knowledge of the event. The pro-
gramme, set by Dimitar Nenoff , includ-
ed works by him, Petko Staynov, Pan-
cho Vladigerov and Heraklit Nestorov. 
Dimitar Nenoff  was the conductor. The 
lett ers show us one of the main goals of 
the Bulgarian composers, whom today 
we call classics – to advocate Bulgarian 
music in both their home country and 
the world.

About the History of the Institute of Music in the Bulgarian Academy of Science.  
Papers of Petko Staynov

Elisaveta Valchinova-Chendova

The Song of Surva Bells
Lozanka Peycheva

65 Years Musicology in Bulgarian Academy of Science

Three reports from Petko Staynov, 
addressed to the administration of the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, reveal 
valuable information concerning the 
foundation and the history of the Insti-
tute of Music. These documents can be 
found in the fourth thematic section of 
the repertory “Petko Staynov’s Archive: 
Unknown Pages”, published in 2012. It 
includes 27 transcribed manuscripts writ-
ten in Braile. which remained unknown 
until 2010.  The two manuscripts, dated 

1947, testify Petko Staynov’s essential 
role in founding a special institute for the 
study of music within Bulgarian Acade-
my of Sciences, including in terms of par-
ticular suggestions concerning staff  struc-
ture and eventual scientists who must be 
involved in the institute’s activities. Not 
by chance, he has been appointed as the 
Institute’s fi rst director and held this po-
sition successfully for nearly 30 years. 
The third manuscript represents an offi  -
cial record of the Institute’s work in 1958. 

This study att empts an analytical 
penetration in the sacrality of the mag-
ical-ritual sound of the surva bells from 
Pernik region. Its source and its starting 
point are the fi eld notes of the author, as 
well as previous research and publica-
tions on the masquerade rituals in Bul-

garia. The text off ers a basic analytical 
and interpretational reading of Surva in 
the plane of its sound, and more exactly 
only the sound of the zvuntsi (bells) and 
hlopatari (clapper bells). The concise ob-
servations are focused on research of the 
masquerade games in Bulgaria, on the 
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Debuts

Apostol Nikolaev-Stoumsky (1886 – 1971): Biographical Data and Musical Heritage
Stefka Venkova

Church music archives in the town of Shumen in 19th and 20th century
Mariya Valchanova-Lyubenova

The paper is a fi st att empt for a 
complex study of the main events in the 
dynamic creative life of Apostol Niko-
laev-Stoumsky. The biographical data 
about his life are diff erentiated in fi ve 
periods. In each of them his most signif-
icant compositions are chronologically 
included, as well as pictures and scores. 
An outstanding fi gure in Bulgarian mu-

sical culture of the 20th century, Apostol 
Nikolaev-Stoumsky has a lasting cre-
ative presence in Bulgarian church mu-
sic. His compositions are an important 
part of church musical life in Bulgaria 
and they harmonize with the spirit and 
the ideas of creating a national church 
singing tradition in the fi rst half of the 
20th century.

The work on the article is part of the 
dissertation “Penetration and Establish-
ment of the Russian Polyphonic Choral 
Church Singing in the Bulgarian Church 
Music in the Period Between Liberation 
(1878) and 1944”. The archives from “St. 
Ascension” church and the fi rst poly-
phonic town church choir established 
in 1880 by the Russian fi gure Konstan-
tin Traseevich, are the subject of the 
current study together with those from 
“St. Three Saints” church, ODA Shou-
men and the personal collection of An-
astas Zidarov and D. Tjulev, as well as 
“Gusla” music society with Kosta Djug-
medzhiev being its fi rst conductor, and 

the archives from “D.Voynikov” cultur-
al club related to the “Native sounds” 
music society and its conductor Anastas 
Zidarov.  These vast archives impress 
with their abundant and in a way com-
mon, yet litt le utilized repertoire by 
most of the town‘s conductors. To a cer-
tain extent some relative prevalence of 
Bortnyanski might be discovered, how-
ever the repertoire itself is a palett e of 
gropings seemingly making a cult of the 
Russian choir-singing music school. We 
may also fi nd presence of authors not 
so close to the choir-singing repertoire, 
such as Sp. S. Sofi avliev, F. Y. Stepanov 
and Bogoretz ov.

ethnography of bells and clappers, on 
the ritual acoustic roles of the masquer-
ade characters, on the sacral rhythmic 
formulas in the sound fabric of the surva 
ritual and on the harmonic combination 
of sound frequencies in the song of bells. 
The study formulates a hypothesis that 
by taking part in the ritual the surva-
kari look for the ecstasy (as a merging, 

union, rapture, exaltation, as a penetra-
tion through time and space, as a way 
of teaching the absolute) and intoxica-
tion, in order to overcome their human 
nature. Through their ecstatic activities 
they get close to the absolute, encoded 
in the rhythmical pulsations and multi-
frequency sounds of Surva in Graovo 
region.
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Reviews
“Slavonic Musical Manuscripts in Rila Monastery”

Valuable Contrubution to the Study of Orthodox Music
Autors: Asen Atanasov, Svetlana Kujumdzieva, Vasya Velinova, Elena Uzunova and Elissaveta 

Moussakova. Sofia: East-West, 2012. 320 р. ISBN 978-619-152-071-8

Stefan Harkov

Elena Toncheva: “Acquiring a Blissful Rhythm in the Soul… 
Orthodox Church Music”
Compiler: Julian Kuyumdjiev

Plovdiv: Academy of Music, Dance and Fine Arts, 2011, 175 p. ISBN 978-954-9455-72-4.

Stefka Venkova

Slavonic musical manuscripts in Rila 
monastery is a book, published in 2012 
as a result of a project sponsored by the 
Bulgarian Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Science. The purpose of the project 
is a detailed description of all musical 
manuscripts, kept now in Rila monastery. 
‘Slavonic musical manuscripts…’ is the fi rst 
volume of the project: next volumes will 
be focused on the musical manuscripts 
writt en in Greek as well as those bilin-
gual manuscripts writt en in both Church 
Slavonic and Greek. Forty one musical 
manuscripts, writt en in Church Slavonic 
and notated with Chrysantine notation 
are described in this volume. Five Bul-
garian scientists from diff erent fi elds of 
study (musicology, codicology, paleog-
raphy, art history) are the authors: Asen 
Atanasov, Svetlana Kujumdzieva, Vasya 
Velinova, Elena Uzunova and Elissaveta 
Moussakova. The contents include fi ve 

chapters: 1. Rila Musical Manuscripts in the 
Context of Bulgarian Culture; 2. Systematiza-
tions: (a) Slavonic musical manuscripts in 
Rila monastery (a list), (b) types of books, 
(c) dated manuscripts, (d) compilers, (e) 
composers, (f) similar manuscripts, (g) 
chants for the services of St. John of Rila 
(† 946) and St. Petka-Paraskeva of Tarno-
vo († 11th c.); 3. Scholarly Description of the 
manuscripts: (a) signature number of the 
manuscript, (b) type of the manuscript, 
(c) date, (d) physical description, (e) bind-
ing, (f) orthography, (g) decoration, (h) 
language, (i) contents of chant repertory 
in full details, (j) inscriptions of the com-
piler, (k) inscriptions from other hands, 
(l) history of the manuscript, stamps, old 
signature numbers, (m) a bibliography on 
the manuscript; 4. Album; 5. Indexes. For 
the fi rst time such an analytical descrip-
tion of Slavonic musical manuscripts 
from the Balkans is published. 

The collection of articles Elena Ton-
cheva: “Acquiring a blissful rhythm in the 
soul…”. Orthodox Church Music presents 
the scholarly works of Prof. D.Sc. Elena 
Toncheva (1933 – 2011) which outline 
considerable areas in the studying of Bul-

garian Orthodox church music. It con-
tents 9 papers which have been published 
in specialized editions in 1981 – 2002. In-
spired by the vivid and powerful words 
of the great Bulgarian musical medieval-
ist, the collection is a fi rst att empt to unite 
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Goritza Naydenova: „From Philosophy to Folkloristics. 
The Unknown Stoyan Djoudjeff”

Sofia: Mars 09, 2013, 355 p., ISBN 978-954-2925-16-3

Tzenka Yordanova

Rosemary Statelova: “Musikalische Begegnungen bei den Sorben”
Bautzen: Domovina Verlag, 2013, 297 S. ISBN 978-3-7420-2249-3

Goritza Naydenova

The book of Goritz a Naydenova of-
fers a really fascinating interpretation of 
the fundamental scholarly paradigm of 
the integral theoretical system of Prof. 
Stoyan Djoudjeff , as well as of the deep 
philosophical and humanistic nature of 
his contributions and enormous merits 
in his ardent and truly self-sacrifi cial de-
fence of the authentic rural folklore in the 
modern times of complicated cultural en-
geneering and experimenting, especially 
during the totalitarian regime.

Being a central fi gure in Bulgarian 

musical folkloristics, both Djoudjeff  and 
his scholarly impact on the discipline 
musical folkloristics are subject to many 
theoretical and cultural investigations 
and interpretations. But the philosophi-
cal sources of his cultural Opus mag-
num are much less obvious and are still 
unknown to the public at large. Goritz a 
Naydenova reveals in depth his hidden 
spiritual gnostic background, as well as 
all the cultural, musicological, literary 
and philosophical innovative aspects of 
his cause and deed.

Zu Beginn des Jahres 2013 wurde 
die umfangreiche Studie von Rosemary 
Statelova ueber die aktuellen Musik-
praktiken der Sorben in der bikulturellen 
Lausitz  in Deutschland herausgegeben. 
Die Ausgabe wurde von dem Domowi-
na-Verlag publiziert und gehoert zu der 
Reihe “Schriften des Sorbishen Instituts”. 
Wie die Herausgeber betonen, untersucht 
die Musikethnologin das sorbische musi-
kalische Leben auf originelle Art. Ange-
fangen bei der Musikerziehung in der 
Schule erlaeutert die Autorin das Laien-

schaff en und die Berufsmusik. Dabei 
zeigt Statelova Entwicklungstendenzen, 
aber auch Schwierigkeiten auf, mit denen 
die Szene zu kaempfen hat. Auch die Be-
muehungen der Medien um ernste Musik 
und populaere Varianten werden be-
leuchtet. Wie der Autor des Geleiteworts 
Detlef Kobjela schreibt, “ist die durchaus 
kritische  “Aussensicht” der Autorin auf 
ihr Thema von einer unverkennbarer sla-
wophilen Empathie gekennzeichnet, die 
in dieser Art auf einen profunden Sach-
verstand hinweist”. 

a part of her papers in a single edition. 
The collection’s editor is Assoc. Prof. Ju-
lian Kujumdziev, PhD and the foreword 
is writt en by Corr. Mem. Svetlana Kujum-
dzieva.  The articles in the collection can 
be thematically separated in several top-

ics – the new trends in the Balkan Ortho-
dox musical tradition in 14th century and 
the kalophoniya repertoire; the role of St. 
John Koukouzel; the Bolgarskii Rospev 
(16th – 18th c.). Abstracts in English are in-
cluded at the end of the book.
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Prof. D.Sc. Svetlana Zaharieva (1937 – 2013)
On the 18th of June this year we lost 

Prof. D.Sc. Svetlana Zaharieva.
Her scientifi c interests cover a wide 

array of topics, and in each of them her 
contributions are crucial. After stating 
her strong presence as a musical theorist 
with the monographs “Bulgarian Folk 
Diaphony” and “The Musical Form in 
Bulgarian Folk Song” she becomes one 
of the moving forces in the turning of 
Bulgarian folkloristics to the horizons of 
ethnomusicology. Her signifi cant work 

“The Player in Folk Culture” publicly cel-
ebrates this change of the paradigm and 
to a great extent turns into its symbol. 
This is the book, which inspired many 
young scholars and showed them how 
ethnomusicology can simultaneously be 
an art and a genuine science. We lost one 
of the brightest people of our Institute, a 
person with endlessly serene and delicate 
humaneness and a remarkably powerful 
and expressive scholar presence.

Rest in peace!

Books of the Year 2013 or on the High Academic Achievements 
of the Bulgarian Musicology

Ivanka Vlaeva
In 2000 the Musicologists section 

at the Union of Bulgarian Composers 
instituted the award “Book of the Year.” 
The award is given for excellence in the 
fi  eld of musicology, realized in the pre-
vious calendar year. It is an annual and 
is presented by the Musicologists section 
at UBC in diff erent categories. Accord-
ing to the regulations the awarded books 
are presented after nominations and aca-
demic reviews. In 2013 were awarded 
six editions of colleagues from various 
musical institutions, published in 2012. 
They go in several sections. In the cat-
egory “Monographs. History of Music” 
the award was given to Prof. Ph.D. Ru-
myana Karakostova for her study “The 
State Musical Theater Idea” and its Pro-
jection onto the National Repertoire up 
to the End of the 20th Century. The next 
awarded book in „Monographs. Popu-
lar Music Studies” is Musical Parody 

at the late 20th and early 21st century by 
Prof. D.Sc. Claire Levy. “Monographs. 
Ethnomusicology” is another category 
that was awarded to Assoc. Prof. Ph.D. 
Svetla Kaludova-Stanilova for the book 
Vocal Art in the Rhodopes. Tradition 
and Modernity. In the category “Collec-
tions” this year was awarded the publica-
tion Petko Staynov’s Archive. Unknown 
Pages by Prof. D.Sc. Elisaveta Valchi-
nova-Chendova, as compiler and editor. 
Another nominated category is “Music 
Pedagogy and Educational Literature”. 
The award was received by Assoc. Prof. 
Ph.D. Julian Kuyumdjiev as compiler 
and editor of the book named Elena 
Tontcheva: “Acquiring a Blissful Rhythm 
in the Soul…”. Orthodox Church Music. 
“The Special Award” for conceptual and 
innovative research was awarded to As-
soc. Prof. Ph.D. Ventsislav Dimov for 
the book Dobrudja: memory and songs.

In memoriam


